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Omnipure Gives Stockdale Appeal Additional Review

Company Seeks Expedited Consideration in Effort to Aid Former Employee 

(Caldwell) – Hoping to provide a quick response to former employee Ryan Stockdale, who is seeking insurance assistance for a little used, experimental form of brain surgery to address severe “cluster” headaches, the trustees of the insurance plan for Omnipure Filter Company said today that they are attempting to expedite consideration of his appeal.


To date, four different, independent medical reviews of Stockdale’s case have determined that the procedure that might be helpful to him is, in fact, experimental and therefore not covered under his former employer’s health insurance plan.  


“This is a very difficult situation for Ryan and his family and they have our profound sympathy and best wishes,” said Omnipure President Roger Reid.  “We are committed to doing everything we possibly can, within the confines of federal law governing employee health care plans, to address Ryan’s tragic health situation.  We certainly acknowledge his appeal of the earlier medical denials of coverage for the experimental procedure and commit to a full, fair and rapid evaluation of his appeal.”


Reid said he is confident the trustees of the company’s health insurance plan can have this final appeal completed by next week.


Mrs. Stockdale indicated some time ago that her husband was unable to continue working due to his condition and his employment ended at that time.  Omnipure’s health plan for its 180 employees in Caldwell, like every Blue Cross or Blue Shield plan or government programs like Medicare and Medicaid, does not cover experimental procedures.  The procedure that might help Stockdale has been approved by U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as a treatment for Parkinson’s disease, but it is not approved as a cluster headache treatment.  Nevertheless, Reid said further review is warranted in Stockdale’s case.

“Unfortunately, we cannot go beyond what the law allows in our plan, but we can push hard to evaluate every possible option and we are doing just that,” Reid said.


Omnipure is an Idaho-based small business that has pioneered small, inline carbon filters that are utilized in a variety of applications from water cooler and ice makers to residential water systems and drinking fountains.  
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